NATURE            DESTINY OF                 121

NOTE

The first suggestion of a system of classifying the dead according to
their merits, and of distributing them in different departments of Sheol,
where they received preliminary rewards and punishments, apparently
occurs in Enoch xx. ; that is to say, probably in the second century B.C.,
before the year 170. Unfortunately, however, the Book of Enoch is com-
posite, and there is great uncertainty as to the dates of its component
parts (XLVm, 224 ff. ; 230 ff.). Moreover, the text of the chapter in
question is so corrupt that the interpretation of certain passages in it'
remains doubtful. See Ad. Lods, Le Livre cTHenoch. Fragments grecs
decouverts a Akhmim, Paris, 1892, 173 jf. ; Lagrange (LI, 112). On
the Ethiopian text, cf. Fr. Martin, Le Livre cTHmoch, Paris, 1906.